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Quite Ugly One Morning, the debut novel by renowned Scottish crime writer
Christopher Brookmyre, is a darkly humorous and socially incisive
masterpiece that captivates readers from the very first page. Set in the
gritty underbelly of Edinburgh, the novel follows the misadventures of a
down-on-his-luck private investigator named Jack Parlabane, whose life
takes a sinister turn when he's hired to find a missing woman.
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Themes

Quite Ugly One Morning explores a range of complex and thought-
provoking themes, including:

The nature of evil: Brookmyre delves into the psyche of a serial killer,
exploring the motivations and complexities of an individual capable of
committing heinous crimes.

Corruption and greed: The novel exposes the dark underbelly of
Edinburgh, where political power and financial gain intertwine, leading
to a web of corruption that threatens to destroy lives.

Social inequality: Brookmyre highlights the stark divide between the
privileged elite and the working class, shedding light on the systemic
inequalities that plague society.

The search for redemption: Jack Parlabane is a deeply flawed
character who struggles with addiction and self-destructive tendencies.
The novel follows his journey towards redemption as he grapples with
his past and attempts to make amends for his mistakes.

Characters

Brookmyre creates a cast of unforgettable characters, each with their own
unique motivations and flaws:

Jack Parlabane

A private investigator whose life is spiraling out of control due to addiction
and self-destructive behavior. Despite his flaws, Jack is a resourceful and
determined investigator, with a keen eye for detail.



Helen Angel

A missing woman who becomes the object of Jack's investigation. Helen is
a complex and enigmatic figure, whose disappearance sets off a chain of
events with far-reaching consequences.

Tony Cawston

A ruthless and ambitious politician who hides a dark secret that threatens to
destroy his career. Cawston represents the corrupt and power-hungry elite
that Brookmyre satirizes throughout the novel.

Writing Style

Christopher Brookmyre's writing style is characterized by its dark humor,
sharp wit, and insightful social commentary. He uses a combination of fast-
paced action, vivid imagery, and wry observations to create a compelling
and immersive reading experience.

Brookmyre's prose is both lyrical and hard-hitting, capturing the beauty and
brutality of Edinburgh in equal measure. He is not afraid to tackle difficult
subjects, and his writing often challenges readers to confront their own
beliefs and prejudices.

Quite Ugly One Morning is a gripping and thought-provoking novel that
showcases Christopher Brookmyre's exceptional storytelling abilities. With
its complex characters, intricate plot, and incisive social commentary, the
novel is a must-read for fans of crime fiction, dark humor, and literary fiction
alike.

Through the character of Jack Parlabane, Brookmyre offers a glimpse into
the darkest corners of the human psyche, while also exploring the



possibility of redemption. The novel is a powerful and unforgettable
exploration of evil, corruption, and the human condition.
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