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The Bighorn River is a world-renowned destination for fly fishing, and for
good reason. This beautiful river offers a variety of fishing conditions, from
technical pocket water to long, deep pools, and is home to a healthy
population of brown trout, rainbow trout, and mountain whitefish. In this
guide, we will cover everything you need to know to plan a successful fly
fishing trip to the Bighorn River.

Where to Fish

The Bighorn River is a large river, and there are many different places to
fish. Some of the most popular fishing spots include:

The Bighorn Canyon National Recreation Area. This is a stunningly
beautiful area with steep canyon walls and clear water. The fishing is
challenging, but the rewards can be great.

The Bighorn Lake. This large reservoir is home to a variety of fish
species, including brown trout, rainbow trout, and kokanee salmon.
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The fishing is often best in the spring and fall.

The Lower Bighorn River. This section of the river flows through a wide
valley with rolling hills and sagebrush flats. The fishing is typically
easier than in the canyon section, and the scenery is just as beautiful.

When to Fish

The best time to fish the Bighorn River is during the spring and fall. The
water is cooler during these months, and the fish are more active. However,
the river can be fished year-round with some success.

What to Fish With

The most common flies used on the Bighorn River are dry flies and
nymphs. Dry flies imitate insects that are hatching on the surface of the
water, while nymphs imitate insects that are living on the bottom of the
river. Some of the most popular flies for the Bighorn River include:

Dry flies: Caddis, mayflies, and stoneflies

Nymphs: Pheasant tails, hare's ears, and Prince nymphs

How to Fish

The best way to fish the Bighorn River is to wade in the water and cast your
fly upstream. You can also fish from a drift boat or pontoon boat. If you are
fishing from a boat, be sure to anchor your boat in a safe place so that you
don't drift into other anglers or obstacles.

Tips for Success

Here are a few tips for increasing your chances of success when fly fishing
the Bighorn River:



Use a variety of flies and techniques. The fish on the Bighorn River are
not always selective, but they will often respond to different flies and
retrieves.

Be patient. Fly fishing can be a challenging sport, but it is also very
rewarding. Don't get discouraged if you don't catch fish right away. Just
keep casting and you will eventually be rewarded.

Have fun! Fly fishing is a great way to enjoy the outdoors and relax.
Don't take it too seriously and just enjoy the experience.

The Bighorn River is a truly special place to fly fish. With its stunning
scenery, abundant fish, and challenging fishing conditions, the Bighorn
River is a must-visit destination for any fly fisher. I hope this guide has
helped you plan your next fly fishing trip to the Bighorn River.
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