
The Multifaceted Social Context of Bunraku
Puppet Plays: Routledge Advances in Theatre
Bunraku puppet plays are a traditional form of Japanese theater that has
been performed for centuries. These plays are known for their elaborate
puppets, which are manipulated by three puppeteers. Bunraku plays often
deal with social issues, and they have been used to explore a variety of
topics, from the feudal system to the modern-day family. In this article, we
will discuss the social context of Bunraku puppet plays and explore some of
the ways in which these plays have been used to reflect and critique
society.
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Bunraku puppet plays originated in the 16th century. At that time, Japan
was in a period of great social and political upheaval. The feudal system
was collapsing, and new social classes were emerging. Bunraku plays
reflected the changing social landscape of Japan. They often dealt with
themes of love, loss, and revenge. Bunraku plays also provided a way for
people to express their dissatisfaction with the social order. They could use
the plays to criticize the government, the aristocracy, and the wealthy
merchants.

The Social Context of Bunraku

Bunraku puppet plays are performed in a wide variety of social contexts.
They can be performed in theaters, temples, and even on the street.
Bunraku plays are often performed during festivals and other special
occasions. They are also performed for private audiences, such as at
weddings and funerals. The social context of a Bunraku play can have a
significant impact on the way that the play is performed and interpreted.

For example, a Bunraku play that is performed in a temple may be more
likely to deal with religious themes. A play that is performed at a festival
may be more likely to be comedic or celebratory. A play that is performed
for a private audience may be more likely to be intimate and personal.

The Social Impact of Bunraku

Bunraku puppet plays have had a significant social impact on Japan. The
plays have helped to shape Japanese culture and values. They have also
been used to educate and inform the public about social issues. Bunraku
plays have been used to promote social change and to challenge the status
quo.



For example, in the 18th century, Bunraku plays were used to criticize the
government's corrupt practices. In the 19th century, Bunraku plays were
used to promote the abolition of slavery. In the 20th century, Bunraku plays
were used to raise awareness of the plight of the poor and the working
class.

Bunraku puppet plays are a complex and multifaceted art form. They have
been used to reflect and critique society for centuries. Bunraku plays
continue to be performed today, and they continue to have a significant
social impact. By understanding the social context of Bunraku puppet
plays, we can better appreciate their artistry and their importance in
Japanese culture.
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