
Native American Film and Video: Visible
Evidence 10: Illuminating the Indigenous
Cinematic Landscape
The world of cinema has long been dominated by Eurocentric narratives,
marginalizing the voices and experiences of indigenous peoples. However,
in recent years, Native American filmmakers have emerged as powerful
storytellers, creating a dynamic and vibrant body of cinematic works that
challenge dominant cultural perspectives and offer unique insights into
Native American history, culture, and identity.

Native American Film and Video: Visible Evidence 10 is a groundbreaking
exhibition that showcases the artistry and activism of Native American
filmmakers, presenting a diverse array of documentaries, experimental
films, and feature-length narratives. This article aims to shed light on the
significance of this exhibition, exploring the themes, historical context, and
impact of Native American cinema.
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Historical Context

Native American filmmaking emerged in the mid-20th century as a means
of self-representation and resistance against the erasure and
misrepresentation of Native American experiences in mainstream media.
Early Native American filmmakers, such as Lee Maracle and Alanis
Obomsawin, used film as a tool for documenting their communities,
preserving cultural traditions, and challenging stereotypes.

The 1970s and 1980s witnessed a surge in Native American filmmaking,
with the establishment of organizations like the American Indian Film
Institute and the Native American Public Broadcasting Consortium. These
organizations provided support and resources to emerging Native American
filmmakers, fostering a new wave of cinematic storytelling that reflected the
diversity and complexity of Native American life.

Themes in Native American Cinema

Native American cinema encompasses a wide range of themes, including:

Historical Trauma and Resilience: Many Native American films
explore the devastating impact of colonization and assimilation policies
on Native communities. However, they also celebrate the resilience
and strength of Native peoples in overcoming adversity.

Cultural Preservation and Identity: Native American filmmakers use
film to preserve and revitalize their languages, traditions, and cultural
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practices. They challenge stereotypes and promote a more accurate
understanding of Native American identity.

Sovereignty and Land Rights: Native American cinema often
addresses issues of sovereignty, self-determination, and the fight to
protect ancestral lands. Filmmakers use their work to advocate for
Native American rights and raise awareness about environmental
issues.

Social Justice and Activism: Native American filmmakers use their
platform to speak out against injustice, discrimination, and police
brutality. They use film as a tool for social change and to inspire action.

Significant Films and Filmmakers

Native American Film and Video: Visible Evidence 10 features works by
renowned Native American filmmakers, including:

Reel Injun (2009) by Neil Diamond: A documentary that explores the
representation of Native Americans in Hollywood films, challenging
stereotypes and offering a more nuanced perspective on the portrayal
of indigenous peoples.

Smoke Signals (1998) by Chris Eyre: A heartwarming and humorous
road movie that follows two young Native American men on a journey
of self-discovery and reconciliation.

The Exiles (2021) by Christopher Auchter: A documentary that tells the
story of six Native American children who were taken from their
families and sent to boarding schools in the late 19th and early 20th
centuries.



Gather (2020) by Sanjay Rawal: A film about the Indigenous Food
Movement and the work of Native American chefs and activists to
reclaim traditional foods and sustain their communities.

Impact and Significance

Native American filmmaking has had a profound impact on both Native
American communities and the broader public. It has provided a platform
for indigenous voices to be heard, challenged dominant narratives, and
fostered a deeper understanding of Native American history, culture, and
experiences.

Native American cinema has also contributed to the diversification of the
film industry and inspired a new generation of Native American filmmakers.
It has created opportunities for Native American artists to tell their own
stories and has helped to break down stereotypes and promote social
change.

Native American Film and Video: Visible Evidence 10 is a testament to the
power of cinema to illuminate hidden stories and amplify marginalized
voices. By showcasing the artistry and activism of Native American
filmmakers, this exhibition invites viewers to engage with the complex and
diverse experiences of indigenous peoples.

Native American cinema continues to grow and evolve, offering unique
perspectives on the world and inspiring viewers to challenge their
assumptions and work towards a more just and equitable society.
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