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My friends, we are gathered here today to celebrate the 14th anniversary of
Storer College. This is a day of great joy and celebration, but it is also a
day of remembrance. We remember the man who founded this college,
John Brown. Brown was a white abolitionist who fought against slavery in
the United States. He is best known for leading a raid on the federal
arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia, in 1859. Brown was captured and
executed for his actions, but his raid helped to galvanize the abolitionist
movement and bring about the Civil War.
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Brown was born in Torrington, Connecticut, in 1800. He was the son of a
farmer and a devout Christian. Brown grew up in a religious environment
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and was deeply influenced by the abolitionist movement. In 1836, he
moved to Ohio, where he became involved in the Underground Railroad.
The Underground Railroad was a network of secret routes and safe houses
that helped slaves escape from the South to the North. Brown helped
hundreds of slaves escape to freedom, and he soon became one of the
most wanted men in the country.

In 1855, Brown moved to Kansas, where he became involved in the
b6opbba 3a cBoboaHbIe 3emnn. The Kansas Territory was a battleground
between pro-slavery and anti-slavery forces, and Brown was determined to
keep Kansas a free state. He led a group of anti-slavery settlers in a
number of skirmishes with pro-slavery forces, and he soon became known
as "Osawatomie Brown." In 1856, Brown was forced to flee Kansas, but he
continued to fight against slavery. He led a raid on a pro-slavery settlement
in Missouri, and he helped to organize a group of abolitionists who planned
to raid the federal arsenal at Harpers Ferry.

On October 16, 1859, Brown and his followers raided the federal arsenal at
Harpers Ferry. Brown's plan was to seize the arsenal and use the weapons
to arm slaves in a revolt against slavery. The raid failed, and Brown and his
followers were captured. Brown was tried and convicted of treason and
murder, and he was executed on December 2, 18509.

Brown's raid on Harpers Ferry was a failure, but it had a profound impact
on the abolitionist movement and the course of American history. Brown's
raid helped to galvanize the abolitionist movement and bring about the Civil
War. The Civil War was a bloody and costly conflict, but it ultimately led to
the abolition of slavery in the United States.



Brown was a complex and controversial figure. He was a devout Christian
who believed that slavery was a sin. He was also a violent man who was
willing to use force to achieve his goals. Brown's legacy is still debated
today, but there is no doubt that he was one of the most important figures in
the abolitionist movement. He was a man who was willing to sacrifice his
life for what he believed in, and his actions helped to bring about the end of
slavery in the United States.

We are gathered here today to celebrate the 14th anniversary of Storer
College. This college was founded by John Brown, and it is a fitting tribute
to his legacy. Storer College is a place where students can learn about the
history of the abolitionist movement and the fight for civil rights. It is also a
place where students can learn about the importance of education and the
power of nonviolence. | hope that all of you will take advantage of the
opportunities that Storer College has to offer. | hope that you will learn
about the history of the abolitionist movement and the fight for civil rights. |
hope that you will learn about the importance of education and the power of
nonviolence. And | hope that you will go out into the world and make a
difference.

Thank you.
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